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Flower (detail)
by
Wade Smith
Show and Tell at the AABA March 201 7 demonstration

President's Message
What is more fun than a blacksmith working at the forge? A whole bunch of blacksmiths
working/playing at the forge. The March demo at Grizz’s was a “hands on” get your hands dirty multiple
station fun fest. It was beyond fantastic to see around four dozen smiths of all ages and abilities making
hooks, chisels, bottle openers, hats and who knows what else. Alex showed us that you can be a blacksmith
with just one functioning arm truly inspiring! We have some more great demos coming up so mark your
calendars. A huge thanks to Grizz and Jason for hosting this event. I always get shop envy when I visit
—

them.
Hope to see you at the May demo in Skull Valley or my open forges.

Paul Dief

Until then happy hammering

Membership renewals were due in January. An invoice was mailed in December and a
reminder in March. Please note that this will be your last Anvil's Horn if you do not renew
before the July issue.

Thank you to all who have renewed, and to our new members; which allows the AABA to
continue to publish an outstanding newsletter and to put on great demos.

Editor's notes
Are you traveling this summer? If you pass a shop along the way, stop and take some pictures and notes
about the shop and the smith and submit them.
Speaking of photos, this issue is a bit heavy on photos of events in the Tucson area. I am happy to
include photos of events from everywhere around the state, but you have to send me photos before I can put
them in the newsletter. Hint: Some of your attendees may be better photographers than you are and may
just be waiting for a invitation to take some pictures and submit them for publication. It would be helpful if
the photos were taken and sent at the maximum resolution available for a given camera. Yes, cell phones
probably won't give the kind of resolution that a profession DSLR will, but HiRez from a cell phone is
much better than LoRes from a cell phone.
The Gallery section of The Anvil's Horn also needs some good photos of pieces of your work that you
really want to show off. The Anvil's Horn gets seen by people when they aren't just scrolling through social
media posts.
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Demonstration: Saturday, May 20, 2017
Bar U Bar Ranch
Skull Valley (near Prescott), AZ

Demonstrator
Chris Contos
Chris will show us how to make carving chisels and how to use them. These aren't Chisels for wood, they are
for metal! Then Chris will also demonstrate the basics of stake repousse along with showing how you can
forge the tools for the process. Both of these techniques are rarely seen and can compliment any b1acksmith's
existing skill sets.
-

Please, do not bring dogs to the ranch.

°

Registration begins at 8:00 AM, the demonstration starts at 9:00 AM.

-

-

-

°

Registration fee:
$15 for members
$20 for non-members,

Tailgating is encouraged. Tailgaters, please consider donating to Iron in the Hat.

Bring things for Iron-In-the-Hat and Show-and-Tell.
Don't forget to put your name on anything you bring for Show-and-Tell.
Laurel Denton will serve her famous lunch for $10
there will be a lunch for you.

a

head. Please RSVP to 928-442-3290 to ensure that

- Camping: bring your tent or RV and stay Friday and Saturday night.
Please call 928-442-3290
email Barry at barrybarubar@gmail.com if you plan to do so.

Remember: Barry Denton always has
stuff to sell and he is always buying
stuff just like the rest of us. So bring
your stuff and lots of $$$$_

_

°

Remember IY011 in the Hat

°

°

°
°

I-17 to the Cordes Junction Exit
Take AZ 69 west to Prescott.
In Prescott, Veer right onto Sheldon at the Gurley
st, wy¢_
At the T, turn right onto Montezuma, which
will become Whipple St. which will become
Iron Springs Road. to Contreras Road. (8 mi.)
Turn right on Contreras Road. to the T. (3 mi.)
At the T, turn right onto Tonto Road. Bar U Bar
is about 1 mi. north.

As always, safety glasses
The AnVil's Horn

_

Directions to the Bar U Bar Ranch
°

Thanks to all of you who have
Participated in H011 in the Hat BY
Purchasing tickets and donating items»
Y0“ help 5ul3l301"t AABA eVentS and
Pr0leetS- Items fer denatien Can be 3
t°°1= piece of am Something you made
specificaly for iron in the hat,
something you don't need in your
shop, a great book, a t-shirt, a hat
something an AABA member would
enjoy.

or

are
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Our May Demonstrator
Chris Contos
I use old world craftsmanship in contemporary designs to create my art pieces. My
artworks are unique pieces both by design and due to the hand tool processes that I use
to form the metals. I specialize in silver, copper, steel, and semi-precious stones. I love
to create pieces inspired by nature and my life as well as commissioned art.

I have been working in metal arts since 1980. I have a Bachelor of Science in
elementary education and special education from Boston University and a Master’s of '
Art in studio art and art education from Northern Arizona University. I believe in
lifetime learning and both take and teach workshops throughout Arizona.

_

"

M

*‘

My job as an educator is to guide students toward their next level of need. In the case
of metalwork techniques and design, I want students to stretch their comfort zones by learning and
incorporating new skill sets into their own pieces. We discuss their designs and create a path toward
achieving their goals. I truly enjoy watching students’ designs and goals develop in a workshop or class
setting. I have taught Direct Metalwork Sculpture, Jewelry classes and workshops for Yavapai College,
Arizona Knife Collectors Association, and Arizona Artists Blacksmiths Association.

Coming Attractions
The July demo will be on July 22nd at the Sculpture Studio at Northern Arizona University (NAU). The
demonstrator will be Pat Downing and he will show the processes of fold forming and patina on copper.
This will be a hands-on demo so there will be plenty of time to try it yourself.
The September demo
the demonstrator.

will be

at

Bill Morris‘ shop in Camp Verde

on

September 16th. Celeste Flores

will be

Upcoming Classes and Workshops
Learn the basics of Damascus in a one night workshop at Grizzly Iron. Friday evening May 12 from
until 9 pm. $100.00 the workshop, materials included; 50% down to hold your spot. The workshop is
limited to 6 students.
Grizzly Iron, Inc., 1329 W Lincoln St., Phoenix AZ 85007
grizz@grizzlyiron.c0m
-

- Forge Building Workshop, Saturday, April 22, at Desert Rat Forge.
Check the Calendar
website for full details: http://Www.azblacksmiths.0rg
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March Demo Report

Bill Ganoe
(Photos by Bill Ganoe unless otherwise noted.)
Almost 60 people gathered at Grizzly Iron in Phoenix on Saturday, March 25, for our March demo. There
was no main demonstration by a single individual. We had several demonstrations of small projects by
experts followed by time for attendees to forge their own copies of those projects. The demonstrators
provided advice and guidance as attendees worked at reproducing the projects. Demonstrators included:
Jason LaBrash making cowboy hats, Mark Aspery making chisels, Paul Diefenderfer making twisted leave
hooks, Ira Wiesenfeld making a leaf from a lag bolt, Dan Jennings making bull dog bottle openers, and
Peter Sevin making letter openers. Wade Smith grilled some delicious steak sandwiches for lunch. They
were well worth the price. Of course there was the usual Iron-in-the-Hat table with several great treasures
and a Show-and-Tell table with lots of impressive work by members.
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Mark Aspery demonstrating tool making.
After the demonstration, several of these
people went to work making their own chisels.

-

Alex Kaseno making a chisej
Yes,

he

isforging one—handed.

He has Succiesffully Work“?
around the limitations of his
birth defects to forge beautiful
knives and other objects.

helped audience members make

their Own

The Anvil's Horn
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There was a good rowd Saturda morning.
(Photo: Eric Greensway)
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March Demo Report (cont.)

Dan Jennings helps audience members
make bull dog bottle openers.
(It's not obvious in this photo, but, yes, the
boy is wearing safety glasses.)

Len Ledet made a cowboy hat.
Oppsf That was one heat too many!

Jason Labrash demonstrated
making cowboy hats.

3.
_
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Belt Buckles by Peter Sevin

‘

on

\

‘V

the IIOT

table
Vise

by

Mo Hamburger

by

Ronald Wicklund
Knives by students who took
the Mathew Parkinson
Damascus workshop in mid
February

6

David Bridenbaugh

May 2017

The AnVi1's Horn

I

Fireplace tool set

Fireplace tool set

by
Peter Sevin

by
Len Ledet

Viking helmet, specifically
Spangenhelm
by
James McLaughlin
(Photo: Liz Carlier)

a

Ivan (Hill) the Terrible
modeling the Viking helmet.
(Photo: Liz Carlier)

L4

Flowers (with roots)

knives and handles by Josh States
Cases by Liz Carlier

by
Wade Smith

The Anvi1's Horn
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Tucson Open Forge at Ken
Webb ’s shop

April 1, 2017

Wlzl‘
/
(Photo: Vivyayan Lee Ravsfeather)

(Photo: Eric Greensway)
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Food for Thought
Bill Ganoe

Jerry Achterberg, President of Balcones Forge (Central Texas Blacksmiths) wrote in his description of an
upcoming demonstration focusing on welding techniques, "This will be a great opportunity for you to figure
out what you have been doing wrong and why your welds don't look quite right."

This concept can apply to almost anything that you learn from Videos when you just can't seem to make
your work look like the Video. Of course, you have to be motivated to want to do a really good job rather
than just settling for something that looks kind of like what the person in the Video did. But when you want
to do the best job you can, AABA meetings, open forges, and informal get-togethers with other skilled
blacksmiths provide great opportunities to up your game or opprotunities for you to help someone else up
their game.
-

Tucson Open Forge at Sam Rivera's shop, March 4, 2017
(Photos: Vivyayan Lee Ravensfeather)
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Silent Hammer
Jim Sheehan
On Sunday March 19, 2017 longtime member Jim Sheehan died peacefully at his home in Comville, AZ.
Jim was a founding member of the Verde Valley Blacksmith & Lunch Group and it was in his shop that the
group's Panel which is now housed at our Sahuaro Ranch Forge was designed and constructed. On January
31, 2016 Jim suffered a stroke which curtailed his blacksmithing activities, but he continued to participate
in the demos that we present here in Camp Verde and, in fact, attended our Spring Heritage Demo on
Saturday the day before he died. Pursuant to his family's wishes no services will be held, but expressions of
condolence can be sent to his wife.
Ms. Cheryl Sheehan,
1355 S. Eastern Dr.
Comville, AZ 86325

Library News
“E r3.__,,°K°,
97“:-=-M"-’

T
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The book titled "The Book of Blacksmithing" by Michael Cardiff has been added to
our library. This is an introductory book for newcomers or those with just a passing
curiosity for this old craft.

The first three chapters describe safety, the shop and the basic tools necessary to get
started. Mr. Cardiff provides a comparison of coal and gas forges to help you
understand
the pros and cons of both options and select the right one for you.
Michael tardifl
Subsequent chapters discuss material, skills, techniques and projects. This book
provides a wealth of information without an overabundance that would overwelm
anyone who is just starting out on their journey to becoming a blacksmith.

Another book that has just been added to our library is “Contemporary Blacksmith" by
Dona Z. Meilach. This book has numerous photographs and discussion of our craft for
inspiration. As the title indicates, the focus of this book is on modern work. The artists
from Arizona who are represented are Michael Anderson, Fred Borcherdt, Maurice
Hamburger, and Beau Hickory.
The artwork in this book is separated into chapters of Architectural Ironwork, Sculpture,
Vessels and Containers, Furniture, Lighting, Fireplace and Accessories, Speciality
Objects and Bladesmithing. My favorite piece in the book is Flower Lamp by Eric
Claisen. It is an arrangement of steel and glass flowers in a square vase. The glass
flowers are hand blown glass lights.

A chapter is included that explains the tools and processes used to transform steel into a work of art. The
author wisely states that "You'll understand and appreciate the work more if you can recognize the details
and what it takes to create them". This book could also be usefull to architects and interior designers to
understand the possibilities and the level of effort involved in a project.

The AnVil's Horn
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Calendar 2016 2017
-

May 13, 2017
May 20, 2017

Open Forge
Demo Chris Contos
June 10, 2017
Open Forge
July 8, 2017
Open Forge
July 22, 2017
Demo Pat Downing
September 16, 2017 Demo Celeste Flores
-

—

—

Desert Rat Forge
Bar-U-Bar Ranch
Desert Rat Forge
Desert Rat Forge

Cave Creek

Skull Valley (Prescott)
Cave Creek
Cave Creek

Northern Arizona University Flagstaff
Bill & Karen Morris’ home Camp Verde

Classes at Pieh Tool

Welcome New Members

Gordon has moved to Utah. No new classes are
scheduled at this time. Call 928-554-0700 or
browse to www.piehtoolco.c0m for scheduling

Mesa, AZ
Mesa, AZ
Peoria, AZ
AJ Allison
Phoenix, AZ
Corey Dunlap
Phoenix, AZ
Erin Graves
Phoenix, AZ
Alex J. Kaseno
Phoenix, AZ
Rich Roberts, Steel Zrazy LLC
Phoenix, AZ
Pat Downing
San Diego, CA
Michael Erwin
Scottsdale, AZ

Beginning/Intermediate Blacksmithing
Classes with Gordon Williams.

updates.

Sahuaro Ranch in Glendale
More things, such as open forges and
demonstrations for school children, are being
planned at Sauaro Ranch. Watch for more details
and announcements.

Anthem, AZ
Chandler, AZ
Chandler, AZ

Lee Vitolo
Robert Kennedy
Sherrod Martin
Roger Anstine
Shaundra Newstead
Ariel Diamondstone—Cruz

Bill Heflin

Silver City, NM

Noah Nipperus
Nathan S. Abel
Charine Coronado

Tempe, AZ
Tucson, AZ
Tucson, AZ
Tucson, AZ

Timothy Jackson

Ride Sharing

Interested in sharing a ride to a far off
blacksmithing event to save on expenses or wear
and tear on the old truck? Or would you like some
company going to an AABA event just up the road?
AABA VP Steve Miller is organizing a ride sharing
exchange for AABA members. Email your requests
or suggestions to stevemiller.az@c0x.net

Deadline for the
July 201 7 issue
May

31 is the deadline submitting photos and
articles for the January issue of the Anvil’s Horn.
Send articles, pictures, etc. by email to:

edit0r@azblacksmiths.0rg
or by regular mail to:
Bill Ganoe, PO Box 40233, Tucson, AZ 85717

MCC Blacksmithing &

Welding

The Mesa Community College blacksmithing
program is an excellent deal over 60 hours of
instruction including material and propane!
Saturday (Jaime Escobedo instructor) and evening
classes (Dan Jennings instructor) are available.
Blacksmithing is WLD 103.
-

TIG, MIG, Arc, Gas, and Art classes are all
available, as is certification in any of those welding
methods at Mesa Community College, Southern and
Dobson in Mesa.

fill up early, but waiting lists are available.
For more information go to: www.mesacc.edu
Classes

Submit Your Touchmark

Submit a J PEG of your touchmark(s) to Steve
Miller, stevemiller.az@gmail.c0m, so it can be
included in our AABA touchmark registry which
will appear on our website soon.

10

May 2017

The Anvil’s Horn

AABA Website: www.azblacksmiths.org
Open Forge: Tucson

The Open Forge schedule in Tucson is on hold for
the summer and will restart on Saturday October 7,
2017. Watch the September 2017 Anvil's Horn for
more details.

Open Forge: Grizzly Iron
Don't have a power hammer? Use one at Grizzly
Iron, 1329 W. Lincoln St., Phoenix, 5 PM to 8 PM
every Wednesday. $20 each night. Call Roger
"Grizz" LaBrash at 602-716-9660 to sign up.

If You Are Attending An
Open Forge...

You might not be aware but this, but these events
are not funded by the AABA They are hosted by
our members for all of our benefit. So if you
participate in forging ,welding, use shop materials,
or accidentally damaged something. Please offer
do donate to help out or help with the cost of
replacing a item. Thank you! From all of your open
forge hosts. You will need to wear safety glasses.
Hearing protection is recommended.

Open Forge: Desert Rat
Forge (Phoenix area)

Paul Diefenderfer will host an open forge on
Saturday, May 13, 2017, and Saturday, June 10,
2017, from 9 am to noon, followed by lunch (You
gotta’ buy your own.) at the world famous Big
Earl's Greasy Eats in Cave Creek. Desert Rat Forge
is at: 40218 N. 78th St. Cave Creek. 602-509-1543
or

dief@phoenixrockgym.com

Directions: From the center of Cave Creek (the 4way stop at Cave Creek Rd & School House Rd.)
head north on School House 1.5 miles to Highland
Rd. (If you get to the 4-way stop at Fleming
Springs you have gone a tad too far.) Turn right
(east) on Highland. After about 1 mile the
pavement ends. Keep going on the gravel road
until the pavement starts up again. Turn right
through the stone walls down a paved driveway.
You are there!

.

(Dief will be working some temporary jobs in
Florida on and off for the next few months. This
will involve travel on Sundays, so he has
rescheduled the next several open shops on
Saturdays.)

AABA Membership
Benefits for members include:
Member discounts at vendors around the state: See page 18 of this issue for more details.
Reduced registration fees at demonstrations and workshops
A one year subscription to the bi-monthly newsletter, The Anvil ’s Horn
Connection to members throughout the state who can answer questions and give advice
Free classified ads in the Anvil ’s Horn and on the AABA web site.
eMail notices when event details change or new events are scheduled on short notice.

AABA New Member and Membership Renewal Form
Name
Address

City
Email
Professional blacksmith: Hobbyist
Your main blacksmithing interest
Occupation or skill

State

Zip

Phone

_

Farrier:Blade smith

Please check one:

Regular membership ($35)T
Family membership ($40):

Mail to: Terry Porter
2310 E. Melrose St.
Gilbert, AZ 85297

Make Check Payable to AABA

The Anvil's Horn
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Letters to the Editor
Editor:

I am a AABA and ABANA member in Tucson. I had been in the market for a quality old anvil at a fair
price for a couple years. I was beginning to think it was an impossible quest. A few weeks ago I found a
spectacular anvil. Very happy. 1905 Soderfors 88 lbs.
http://stores.ebay.com/Matchless-Antiques?_trksid=p2047675.l2563

It is very tough to find a very good one from a dependable source. I wanted to pass the following
information on so you could possibly let people know of this short term source.
I stumbled on this company Matchless Antiques They somehow have come across many high quality
anvils of all weights and all prime makes. They are trickling them out on eBay a few at a time. All bidding
starts with no reserve and all the ones I have seen went for $3 to $5 dollars a pound. The shipping was also
.

very fair. $60 FEDEX for my 88 lb anvil. Quick also.
They continue to have 3 or 4 on the market each week and with the views of the backgrounds of the
pictures they have a lot more to go. Lots of peter Wrights, and Hay Buddens. None appear to be spruced up
for this sale. Like the one I purchased they have ancient patinas from eons of use in shops. The company is
in the Chicago area.
I thought I would pass this on because I did not see much of a choice anywhere until a few weeks ago.
This source will dry up in the near future.
Hope this helps a few club members in the market for a very special tool to use and care for until it is
passed on again.

Kevin J Kelly
kjkelly@batguano.com
[Matchless Antiques has been selling anvils on eBay for several years. I don ’t think the source will dry up
completely in the near future, but the market may well get tighter as time goes on. I have bought anvils
from Matchless Antiques before, and] agree completely with Kevin's assessment of the company. -Ed]

Interesting Exhibits Coming Up
Samurai: Armor from the Ann and Gabriel Barbier-Mueller Collection
March 1, 2017 July 16, 2017
Phoenix Art Museum
1625 N. Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85004-1685
(602) 257-1880
http://WWw.phxart.0rg/Samurai
-
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Shop Safety
David Bridenbaugh

I am writing this article about safety with the hope
that people will start thinking about it more and I
don't hear any stories about one of us getting injured.
A recent newsletter for another club had a
photograph and short story about a member who was
injured using a wire brush mounted on a bench
grinder. It was not a serious injury and he will fully
recover. This same person was also on the front
cover watching his granddaughter hammer on steel at
the anvil. She was not wearing safety glasses. That
club, like AABA has a policy of wearing safety
glasses while attending an open forge. That club,
like AABA does not enforce the policy. I am glad
the member did not write about an eye injury to his
granddaughter.
There are two things that prevent injuries. They
are good luck and good choices. When your luck
runs out then I hope you made some good choices as
your backup plan. I think that most of us rely too
much on luck. The good choices we need to make
are about safety equipment and safety procedures.
Safety equipment would include eye protection,
ear protection, gloves, jacket, shoes, blade guards,
the auxilary handle on electric hand drills, ect. The
equipment you select depends on what you are doing.
The safety procedures could be summarized as be
careful. Don't put your hands where they don't

Jerry Darnell's

new

belong, unplug equipment when working on it, route
power cords and air hoses to avoid tripping over
them, clamp the work when drilling, cutting or
grinding, etc.
Some injuries are cumulative instead of
happening all at once. Hearing loss is a good
example of this. I was at a shop recently and the guy
was using a power hammer without ear protection.
He joked that if he turns the radio up loud enough it
drowns out the noise from the power hammer. He is
married though so maybe he doesn't want to hear
what his wife is complaining about when he gets
home.
The eyes and skin may also suffer cumulative
injury if you don't wear gloves, coat, pants and
helmet when MIG welding. It may be inconvenient
to dress up for a little spot weld but I would rather
rely on safety equipment than good luck.
I saw a safety seminar by a guy who was severly
burned in an accident at a refinery. He admits the
accident was his fault. He liked to take shortcuts to
get a job done faster. His luck ran out on a day when
he violated several safety procedures because it takes
too long and did not wear safety equipment because
it was too hot.
I don't want to end my day at the emergency room
of the local hospital, and I don't want you to either.

book "Forging Colonial Ironwork III" is finally here.

This book is in the same format as Book I and Book II, with some very challeging and unique projects. It is
a compilation of over 22 years of teaching notes from classes Jerry taught at the John C. Campbell Folk
School and various conferences throughout the US. It has about 120 pages, printed on both sides, divided
into 4 chapters: Colonial Lighting, 18th Century Hearth Equipment, Early American Hardware, and Hooks
and Hangers. There is a mix of projects from simple to advanced.
If it is well received I'll have the next two volumes of notes
printed.
The cost is $20.00 plus 6.75% tax and $10.00 for shipping and
handling. Send a check by USPS or a Visa/Master Card number by

phone’

_
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Jerry Darnell
Mill Creek Forge
4512 Busbee Road
Seagrove, NC 27341
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Email: forge_on@rtmc.net
Phone: (910) 464-3888 (Shop)
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The Trump All American Bowie
Raymond Rybar, Master Bladesmith
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I was approached by Doug Ritter of Knife Rights junction of Piney Fork Creek and Peters Creek once
stood a black powder mill. When I was in Alabama I
about forging a blade to be donated to help support
their cause of promoting and protecting American
citizen's right to own and carry knives. I was honored
by the request and knew this would be something I
would whole heartedly want to support.
Because of the importance of the work Knife
Rights does I knew this knife had to be something
special. It had to be a knife that would be worthy of
any commissioned piece I would be proud to present
to one of my clients. What came to mind for me were
things like, God, Country and Constitution. I wanted
this special knife to represent these things.
When my clients commission a piece from me I
begin with an idea then plan what will go into my
home-made steel to achieve the outcome I am
looking for. For this steel, I wanted it to represent
“Country" and "All American." Over the next year, I
collected materials from across the United States. I
collected some hematite from the banks of Peters
Creek and Jacobs Creek in South Western
Pennsylvania at a spot where a very early stone iron
furnace can still be seen. Also near this spot, at the

14
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found some magnetite in an area not far from the
Birmingham Steel Mill and the Civil War era
Tannehill Iron Furnace. From just south of Tucson,
Arizona I found some meteorite and a little southeast
of my home in Camp Verde, Arizona I hand-picked a
small amount of manganese from Bloody Basin.
I smelted the ores I had collected with a bit of
manganese added to each to help with the
forgeability. The carbon content was adjusted and
the tedious process of turning the blobs into good
solid bars began.
Once the bars were completed the layering began.
Since the nickel content was minimal it was
necessary to utilize the San-Mai method. San-Mai is
a Japanese term that indicates three or triplet. In the
application of this blade the San-Mai concept
consists of a solid carbon steel core with sides of
pattern layered material known as damascus. This
process gives a hard core for the cutting edge and a
softer spine to make it more durable.
I deliberately manipulated the damascus to create
open panels for etching the famous quote from

The Anvil's Horn

Charlton Heston, "...from my cold dead hands.“
Charlton Heston was a stanch and outspoken
supporter of our Second Amendment and the
freedoms it provides.
I chose several meaningful mosaics for the blade,
the cross, the stars and stripes, the pistol and the
skull. The cross mosaic is made up of 357 separate
pieces. It is in this blade to represent the Biblical
G_D of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob first and foremost.
The stars and stripes represent our Republic,
Constitution and Bill of Rights. The Pistol mosaic
represents the historic means by which we, as
Americans, have the right to protect our freedoms.
The last mosaic, a skull, represents the outcome of
giving up any of the rights we have been given by
G_D, by our Constitution and by our Bill of Rights.
The process by which these mosaics were added
to this blade is known as plugging. Close

examination will show that each mosaic goes all the
way through the blade.
The perfect handle for the All American Bowie
had to be elk. Since there are elk all around my home
and each year they shed their antlers this renewable
resource was collected locally. The pins that keep the
elk antler handle fixed to the blade are sterling silver
along with the silver above and below the guard.
These symbolize the first Americans on the
continent. Many, mostly Navajo and Apache, are my
neighbors today.
The project was finally completed during the
week of Donald Trump's Presidential inauguration,
consequently, I named it the Trump All American
Bowie. I am honored to present this piece to Knife
Rights in support of their mission.

Artist Resume
Raymond B. Rybar
Ray has been forging steel for over forty years. He has been smelting his own iron and steel for over twenty
years. He has been collecting and smelting his own copper and silver ore for more than ten years.
Ray is one of less than one hundred and fifty Master Smiths registered worldwide by the American
Bladesmith society. The American Bladesmith Society is the accepted world standard for forging
excellence. Queen Elizabeth's arrnorer, James Jackson, came to the United States in 2001 to test for the
coveted American Bladesmith Master Stamp. Both Mr. Jackson and Ray Rybar were successful that year.
Ray's work is collected not only domestically but also worldwide. He has been the recipient of Best Art
Award at the Blade International Expo in Atlanta once and recipient of the Best Damascus Award Twice.
He was given the Moran Award in 2015. Ray has received many other awards which are too numerous to
mention. Ray is also an accomplished teacher and has taught classes at Touchstone Center for the Crafts in
Pennsylvania, the Bill Moran School for Bladesmithing in Arkansas, The Tannehill Ironworks in Alabama,
Pieh Tool Company in Arizona and one on one classes in his own shop located in Camp Verde Arizona. His
work can be seen published between the covers of Art of the Knife by Joe Kertzman and Spirit of the Sword
by Steve Shackelford as well as numerous monthly publications.

Artist Statement
Artist blacksmith, I direct my primary effort to cutlery but not exclusively. I

most known for bold
Damascus patterns and more recently near impossible intricate mosaics. The Inspiration for my most sought
after works comes from scripture and is centered on Biblical themes. I conduct my business under the
premise that if art is your master it will become your idol. If it is your servant it will become your ministry.

As

an

am

Post Script
This knife can be owned by anyone interested. The blade is 13 1/4" long and overall it is 19 1/2" long.
For more details contact Doug Ritter at www.kniferights.0rg.
Knife Rights is America's grassroots knife owners organization, rewriting knife law and forging a
sharper future for all Americans. Knife Rights has passed 22 pro—knife bills in 15 states, as well as
defeated 8 anti—knife bills. Knife Rights is also engaged in a federal civil rights lawsuit against New York
City for its unconstitutional prosecution of over 70,000 pocket knife owners.
Ray Rybar
-
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Gallery

"I made this Vase and flowers in February and donated it
to the Arizona Humane Society for a fundraiser. The
vase is made from pipe. It was cut lengthwise with a
plasma cutter and forged to resemble leaves. The 1/4 rod
was used as a vine to cover up the welds and add another
element to capture the eye and add to the overall illusion
of a flower arrangement. A rose was used in the center
with 1/2 and 1 inch marble flowers sourounding it. A
few butterflies are fluttering about. Some are on stems of
3/16 rod and one is welded to a leaf that forms the vase."

David Bridenbaugh

Interesting Web Links
A BlacksmitHER Radio podcast at:
http://www.blacksmither.c0m/100th-ep
"Yup, this is my 100th episode. Bob Menard from the New England Blacksmiths just asked me the other
day did you envision the 100th when you started? The answer is NO Way!"
"The reason I started this podcast 3 years ago was to help create a tighter knit blacksmith community around
the world, to aid and encourage forging new connections by having casual conversations every week so we
can learn a little something about our peers. I thought I would talk about a few of the connections I’ve
made over the past 3 years and about some of the connections that a few listeners have made by listening to
the podcast. Then I’ll jump right into another J ayBum Journal (an article written by Jay Bumham Kidwell)
about different kinds of forging connections such as riveting, hot metal wrapping, mortise and tenon and
such."
Victoria Patti
--
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Never been a member of ABANA?
You could get a free copy of Francis Whitaker's book, My Life as an Artist Blacksmith, if you join

soon.

ABA NA
Artist-Blacksmith Association of North
America
We are excited to announce our 2017 membership campaign drive. As a gift to a first time member we will
award (while supplies last) a copy of Francis Whitaker's book, My Life as an Artist Blacksmith.
ABANA is widely recognized as the preeminent organization of blacksmithing in the world.
Visit us online at www.abana.0rg and like us on Facebook and Twitter.
Join or renew your membership at: www.abana.0rg/membership

Blacksmithing, the cornerstone of all crafts for centuries, has come back to life. Once rendered nearly
obsolete by the Industrial Revolution and 20th Century technology, this ancient craft has undergone a
contemporary renaissance. A new appreciation of the honest, enduring qualities of forged metal has
developed.

At the heart of this revival has been the Artist-B1acksmith's Association of North America, Inc., a non-profit
educational association dedicated to the dissemination of knowledge about the art and craft. Started by a
handful of isolated blacksmiths in Georgia in 1973, ABANA now serves nearly 4,000 members.
As part of your Membership Benfits you will receive 4 issues of the Anvil's Ring and 4 issues of the
Hammer's Blow Magazine each year you are a member. These magazines can not be subscribed separately
but are only received by our members. We have recently added a youth membership at a reduced rate, this
membership available to those 18 or under includes a subscription to only the Hammer's Blow magazine.

ABANA New and Renewed Membership Form:
Membership ID#
for renewals, if known. (Not required)

Name:

City:

Street:

Zip/PC:

Country:

Phone:

Email:

D

State/Prov:

-

(__)

Website:

Renewal

Amount

j______T_

Card Number

Exp. Date

Lg
CVVS

/

Membership Rates
yr
2 yr
Reguhr
5500 10500

Type

_

95.00

50.00
55.00

12590

Student(Full Time) 45.00

85.00

S

'

p§?;?;n

Youth (18 and Under) 20.00
(Ham1ner’s Blow Only

ABANA A”""“°5

1

_

Credit card orders can be faxed, be sure to sign thIS form. Fax: 423-913-1023
Mail to: ABANA, 259 Muddy Fork Rd, Jonesborough, TN 37659 USA
(Please pay by Check, U.S. Money Order or Credit Card)

—

Contributory
Ed,,c,,,,~,,,,,,,1,,S,,-,,,,e

Non Voting Member)

150.00 and UP

25000

Phone: 423-913-1022 or join online at www. abana. org

The Arizona Artist Blacksmith Association is an
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afiliate of the Artist—Blac/(smith Association of North America.
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Classifieds

Classified ads are free to members and can be submitted by email to:
editor@azb1acksmiths.org. Ads will run for 3 issues. You can renew
your ad if you need to run it after the third issue.
Please let the editor know when you no longer need to run the ad.

Will buy your unwanted
blacksmith

or

horseshoeing tools

and supplies.

Barry Denton, 928-442-3290 any
day before 7:00 pm.

Wanted to Buy: Acorn Table

For sale
Propane forge, 2-bumer, made in
one of Doug Kluender's forge
workshops.
Miller Dialarc 250, power source
for TIG or stick with cables,
remote foot control, argon bottle

I am looking for an acorn table. I
would prefer a 5' x 5' but I am
flexible. Please email
dhallikainen@gmail.c0m if you
have one available. I am located in
Phoenix, but willing to drive.

Coal for Sale
Dragonforge Ironworks has bulk
coal for sale. $25 per 50lbs.
Minimum order $100. Small orders
can be filled at our shop in Mesa.
Larger quantities available up to 1
ton but are located at the
Superstition Mountain Museum in
Apache Junction.
Really great forging coal from the
King Coal Mine in Colorado. Bulk
only, chunk sizes vary from pool
ball to bowling ball. Bring your
own 5 gallon pails, 3 pails equals
about 100 lbs.

Call Michael at 480.529.0206.

andlb.regulamr
100
anvil
Hand shear

Jack Frieh, 623-466-9889

Marketing Assistance
Blacksmith's Wife Marketing provides
marketing and promotional services, in
both digital and print, to the metal
working community. Also providing
website design and consulting services.
Contact April Witzke at
(575) 535-4766 or visit

www.blacksmithswifemarketing.com

Advantages of AABA Membership
IMS has offered AABA members two great opportunities. Thanks to members Doug Kluender and Wade
Smith for the idea and contacts with IMS.
1) IMS has space for member metal work to be put on display in a glass case and on top of the cut metal
rack inside the store. Contact Steve Miller, stevemiller.az@cox.net, to get your items on display. These
items may be for show only or they may be offered for sale. Artists are responsible for any financial
exchange. IMS will make a nice card to identify the piece, the artist, and the cost.

2) IMS is offering a 10% discount to AABA members. The discount is available at the Phoenix and Tucson
stores. At the time of purchase tell the clerk you would like the AABA discount and provide your name and
address. They will verify your membership with the list AABA supplies.

Don't forget that AABA members get discount pricing at the Vern Lewis Welding Supply stores in the
Phoenix area.
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Classified ads are free to members and can be submitted by email to:
editor@azblacksmiths.org. Ads will run for 3 issues. You can renew
your ad if you need to run it after the third issue.
Please let the editor know when you no longer need to run the ad.

Classifieds
For Sale

For Sale

Bridgeport M Head Vertical Mill
with cherrying attachment for
chisel shaping. Original vise, Van
Norman Rotary Table 32 X 9 with
autofeed x-axis. Three phase with
VFD or 110/220 single phase

Titaniam Tongs All sizes and
shapes, 50 pairs. Get them while
they last. $100 per pair.
Bernhard Heer,
-

715 205 8786

Sandstone
makes the perfect base for all your
forged iron pieces. Awards,
plaques, memorials, water features,

furniture
imagine.

.

Multiple attachments: 90 degree
quill adjustable, quill master MNT
M2 tapered collets, end mill

or

anything you

can

Mined in northeastern Arizona, cut
and shaped to your specifications.

adapters, hold down set and lamp
included Weighs approx. 2000 lbs.
$3000.
.

HancockshopSale@gmail.com

Picture Rock
Arizona Sierra Banded

Forging Coke for Sale!
High quality L—Brand coke
$30 per 50 lb bag

Terry Home
500 E. 38th Ave.
Apache Junction, AZ 857119
602-672-7085
www.arrowzonastoneworks.com

Rodger or Jason, 602-716-9660

Sources
AZ Tool Steel
520 S. 52nd Street #201
Tempe, Arizona 85281
Phone: 480-784-1600
Toll Free: 877-795-1600

Bar U Bar Supply
Several 65 lb. & 85 lb. swage blocks
for sale. Your source for anvils, post
Vises, and other new & used blacksmith
tools.
Barry Denton. ph 928-442-3290
email: barubarranch@gmail

www.barubar.com
General Insulation
High temp insulating matrials, bricks,
Kaowool and other refractories.
3330 W Papago Street, Suite A
Phoenix, AZ 85009
Phone: 602-944-2249

Toll-Free: (844) 866-1680

IMS
Full service supplier of steel, stainless,
brass, aluminum, copper. Discounts for
AABA members.
5150 S. 48th St., Phoenix
602-454-1500
3757 E. Columbia St., Tucson
520-441-5900
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Interstate Steel and Salvage
Specializing in Steel, Aluminum,
Stainless Steel, Brass, Copper and some
alloyed metals of all types, sizes and
shapes. Cutting, Shearing and advanced
Flow water jet cutting for all your
project needs. Valley wide delivery.
Let us quote your next large or small

job!
12129 W Peoria Ave, El Mirage
602-944-2000

Say-Mak Power Hammers
Helmut Hillenkamp
2873A Industrial Rd.
Santa Fe,

NM 87507

wwW.saymakhammers.com
Tucson Iron and Metal
Steel, aluminum, stainless, copper and
brass for sale by the pound. Open
Monday Friday 8 4:30. Also 1st and
3rd Saturdays 6:30 8 am. specifically
for metal artists.
690 E. 36th St., Tucson
520-884-1554
—

—

-

Old Globe Reclaimed Wood Co.
Wrought iron.
PO Box 42101, Plymough, MN 55442
715-718-4410 or 952-463-8392 (c)
http://www.oldglobewood.com
Discounts for ABANA members.
Pieh Tool Company, Inc.
Blacksmith Supplies, Blacksmith
Classes with Gordon Williams,
Milwaukee, Wilton & JET Tools,. Air
Hammers, Hand Hammers, Tongs,
Books, Coal and Coke.
661 Howards Road, Suite J,
Camp Verde, AZ, 928-554-0700

Vern Lewis Welding Supply
Discount pricing for AABA members.
Various locations in the Phoenix area.
602-252-0341
Dan, 602-316-4140, for tech support.

and
28255 N Tatum Blvd. Suite 1
Cave Creek, AZ, 480-626-0924

www.piehtoolco.com
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Tucson, AZ 85717
Address Service Requested

The Anvil's Horn is the official newsletter of the Arizona Artist Blacksmith Association. Published every other month preceding the bimonthly meetings of the
ssociation, the newsletter is oriented toward anyone interested in blacksmithing and related forms of metal work. Membership is available at the rate of $35 for
individuals; $40 for families and includes a subscription to the The Anvil's Horn for one year. Every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy of information
appearing here, but no liability is assumed by the Association, its officers or editor for errors, damages, or injuries resulting from any design, use, construction or
application of said information. Uncopyrighted material may be used freely by other similar organization provided proper credit is given. Any copyrighted
articles appearing herein should not be reproduced without permission of the author. Matters relating to newsletter submissions, corrections, etc. should be
addressed to the editor: Bill Ganoe, P.O. Box 40233, Tucson, AZ 85717, Tel: 520-326-5478, or editor@azblacksmiths.org.
or

membership information or address change, contact: Terry Porter, 2310 E. Melrose St., Gilbert, AZ 85297, 480-988-2070, trp555@prodigy.net

Membership renewals were due in January. An invoice was mailed in December and
reminder in March. Please note that this will be your last Anvil's Horn if you do not
renew before the July issue.

a

Thank you to all who have renewed, and to our new members; which allows the AABA
to continue to publish an outstanding newsletter and to put on great demos.
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AABA members demonstrating for an RV gathering
the Pima County Fairgrounds, March 22, 20] 7.
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