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See page 14 for Dale’s How-To drawing  
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VICE  PRESIDENT:  Roger LaBrash 1329 W. Lincoln  Phoenix 85007  602-716-9660 Grizz1329@aol.com 
SECRETARY: Mary Ann LaRoche 1775 E. Ocotillo Road  Phoenix 85016  602-279-6702 maryann.delp@cox.net 
TREASURER:   Len Ledet  24200 N. Alma School Rd. Scottsdale 85255  480-502-9498  lledet@earthlink.net 
EDUCATION COORDINATOR: Doug Kluender 73 W. Holly St. Phoenix 85003 602-818-1230 dougkluender@msn.com 
LIBRARIAN : Roger LaBrash 1329 W. Lincoln  Phoenix 85007  602-716-9660 Grizz1329@aol.com 
EDITOR: Dan Jennings  2522 W Loughlin Dr. Chandler 85224 phone and fax: 480-839-6339  danshammer@cox.net  
DIRECTORS:   Mike Cooper, Debbie Devine, Ivan Hill, Ron Kinyon, Doug Kluender, Roger LaBrash, Leonard Ledet,  
Betsy Miller, Rick Miller, Bill Morris, Richard Rozinski, Michael Sobrado, Ron Unger, Ken Webb, April Witzke.  

President’s Message: 
 In the 20 years that I've known Dan Jennings I've heard him say 2 interesting things. I’m 
sure he's said more than two; I just can't remember them. The first one I disagree with; he re-
peated Francis Whitaker’s saying that when a glove gets a hole in it its no longer a glove. 
Why, any frugal blacksmith knows that when a glove gets a hole in it you just go to the pile of 
holey gloves and find one with a hole in a different place to put over the first holey one. As the 
layers accumulate one may lose a bit of sensitivity (and circulation) in the fingers, but think of 
the money saved. That’s recycling at its best!  
   The second interesting thing Dan said made more sense; that there's no way to plan AABA 
projects or programs unless there's someone to head up the effort. Some brave soul needs to 
step up to the plate (or anvil) and be the Honcho, or Honchette. Another iteration of this con-
cept is stated as "to bitch is to volunteer". If you don't like something, help to change it! 
We need people, whether on the Board or not (and some have recently agreed to help-thanks) 
to help make this an even better organization. You younger smiths especially; us old timers 
are wearing out, (but not rusting out) and need your energy and ideas. 
   I'm looking forward to seeing everybody at Barry and Laurel's in May. Jim Keith is a black-
smithing legend; at the Calgary blacksmithing competitions he's won everything there is to 
win! Lets bring our equipment to the meeting and do some serious forging Sunday morning. 
We can help the new people and ask our friends to show us how they made that thing that was 
so neat. I'm going to practice up for that, but first I've got to find a glove with the hole in the 
right place.                                                                   

                                                                             Ira 
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As always, safety glasses are required. 

May Demo:    

6th Annual Bar-U-Bar Spring Round up  
May 17 & 18, 2008  Doors open 8:00 am Demo begins 9:00 

Laurel & Barry Denton's Bar U Bar Ranch,  Skull Valley, Arizona  
 

Saturday's Featured Demonstrator: Jim Keith  
Jim has over 50 years experience in ornamental & structural blacksmithing, tool making, and horseshoeing. In 
1991 he was the World Horseshoeing Champion. He was twice the Creative Forging Champion at the World 
Championship Blacksmith Competition in Calgary Canada. He has conducted educational clinics across the US, 
Canada, Europe, South America, Mexico, Japan, and the Caribbean for over 20 years. In 2007 & 2008 he was 
named the "Super Clinician" by the World Champion Blacksmiths Competition. He currently manufactures 
blacksmithing and horseshoeing tools which can be seen at his website: www.jktools.com  
   Jim will show us his amazing dragon heads and several other useful projects.  
Other Saturday activities include Forging contests, Blacksmith games, and live western entertainment around 
the camp fire.  
   Sunday Activities: Forging contests. Open forge so you can try out what you learned from Jim on Saturday.  
   For information and photos of the ranch check out www.barubar.com  
 

Details, details, details.  
 
Demonstration Cost:  Members $10.00 per person. Non-members $15.00 per person. 
 
Meals:  
Saturday Lunch: Laurel's Fantastic Bunkhouse Buffet available for the first 75 people at $7.50 per 

person.  (If you are planning to arrive late, please don’t count on Laurel’s Buffet.) 
Saturday Dinner: Pot luck, brink your own main course and a dish to share. 
    BBQ grilles will be provided.  
Sunday Breakfast: Prepared by  Jon deMasi:  
   Bob Rummage's Famous Blue Corn Pancakes, sausage, juice, fruit & coffee. $5.00 per person. 
Other Meal options: There is a great steak house in Skull Valley (5 miles) and many choices in Pres-

cott. (15 miles) or Bring your own.  
 
Accommodations:  
FREE dry camping on site. 
Motels available in Prescott (about 15 miles)  
 
Tailgating: 
Tailgating is encouraged and Barry has black-
smithing tools for sale, so bring your stuff  and 
your $$$$. 
 

Remember to bring items for Show and Tell 
 and Iron in the Hat. 

Directions to Bar U Bar: 
1. I-17 to Cordes Junction Exit 
2. Exit at Prescott/ Cordes / Hwy 69. 

Travel West through Dewey to Prescott 
3. Turn right at Sheldon 
4. At the T, Turn right on Montezuma,  

which will become Iron Spring Rd. (8 mi) 
5. Turn right  on Conteras Road (3 mi). 
6. At the T, turn right, go one mile. Bar U 

Bar is on the right. 
 
GPS Location: 

 Bar U Bar Ranch, Skull Valley, AZ 
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March Demo Report:   Ray Rybar  
                                  At the Mesa Arts Center 
Perfect weather, wonderful location, and a fantastic demonstration made this a great day. 
   Ron Kinyon brought his Mod 2 air hammer which needed 200 feet of hose to get to the com-
pressor, but it still operated flawlessly.  It is a great, compact, hard hitting  hammer with low air 
consumption.  
   Michael Sobrado worked with the folks at the Mesa Arts Center, who were very accommodat-
ing. 
   Ray Rybar, is a world renowned knife maker, who is regularly featured in various knife making 
magazines.  He shared the details of his mosaic techniques, with an easily understandable presen-
tation that everyone could follow and, I’ll bet, many do.   
 

L: Ray is not grilling brisket on a barby.   
B: Ray explains the importance of hitting all four sides of 
the mosaic to prevent distortion. He often uses Nickel and 
high carbon steel to provide a strong contrast. The nickel 
stays silver; the high carbon steel turns black when etched.  

Ray brought several books and magazines 
that had featured his work.  
   Ray’s focus is on religious themes.  Al-
though he is not Jewish, he is a recognized  
expert on Jewish history and symbols. His 
work often includes these symbols . He is  
creating religious artifacts that some future 
Indiana Jones might risk his life to procure. 
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A Dale Harvey Presentation  
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Comprehensive Curriculum 
 
The training committee has been at work dur-
ing the past few months developing a compre-
hensive Blacksmithing curriculum. We started 
with a broadly defined end outcome and then 
identified the skills needed to reach it. This al-
lowed us to arrange the order of course offer-
ings in a logical sequence.  
   Broadly, the program looks like this: 
 

Level 1 begins with safety and good work hab-
its. Hammer technique and control is funda-
mental to becoming a skilled smith. Basic forg-
ing and forming techniques are then taught. 
These skills are used to make tools that will be 
used in future classes. The fundamentals of 
heat-treating and metallurgy are covered. 
Small projects using the techniques and tools 
round out the course. 
 

Level 2 combines the skills learned in Level 1  
to complete more complex projects. Scroll 
work, leaf work, traditional joinery, collars and 
the related tools are an integral part of this 
course.  
 

Level 3 incorporates the skills of the previous 
classes. The emphasis is on forging to dimen-
sion. Additional skills of stake forming and re-
lated tools are introduced. Stylized leaves and 
other complex design elements are included at 
this level.  
 

Level 4, the culmination of the program, is 
completion of a forged grille or gate that incor-
porates all of the techniques and skills taught 
over the series of classes. Inherent in this pro-
ject is the manufacture of the necessary tools,  
e.g. drifts, punches, swages, tongs, hammers, 
etc. that are required to complete the project.. 
  
A checklist of skills is under development. The 
list will contain the skills necessary to show 
mastery of each skill. The checklist, to be com-
pleted by consultation  of the  student and  in-
structor will follow  the student throughout 
the courses. The intent is for students to be 
able to asses their progress and work on skills 

they will need to be successful in the next level 
of classes. 
   The committee recognized that many people 
have  not been able to take 5 days out of their 
schedule to take Mastering the Fundamentals 
with Mark Aspery. The week long Mastering 
the Fundamentals course taught by Mark As-
pery will continue to be offered, but there will 
be other options. 
    We have committed to offering classes at 
other times throughout the valley. Most will 
start in the fall, however, there will be one 
starting in May. (See below)  
   Committee members are: Bonnie and Dale 
Harvey, John Doss, Keith Jones, Mary Ann La-
Roche, Len Ledet, Dan Jennings, Michael So-
brado, Rodger LaBrash, Jon DeMasi, Steve 
Fisher and Doug Kluender.   
 
 

Novice Blacksmith Class 
Starts  May 14 
Level 1—Getting Started 
This is an 8-week course taught by Dan 
Jennings in Chandler. This course is geared to 
the beginning smith. It focuses on developing 
the essential skills of Blacksmithing at the An-
vil. Included will be: hammer control, safety, 
tapers, slitting ,drifting, punching, twisting, 
bending, and upsetting and tool making. 
No power tools will be used.  
  
Course Details: 
Level 1—Getting Started 
Wednesday evenings 6:30 to 9:30 PM 
2522 W. Loughlin Dr.  Chandler, AZ 
 
Cost: $275.00 includes materials and supplies. 
Limited to 6 students. First paid, first served.  
 
To sign up, or for additional info contact: 
   Dan Jennings 480-510-3569 or 
   email: Danshammer@cox.net 
 
 

Training and Education Committee News 
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Photos by Jerry Brink 

Class Report: 
 Large Scale Joinery and Stake Repousse 

L to R: Jon deMasi, Roger 
LaBrash, John Doss, Mark As-
pery, Chris Contos, Jerry Brink, 
Doug Kluender, and Alfonso 
Inguez. 

March 17-21 these guys 
were busy at Sahuaro 
Ranch with this advanced 
blacksmithing class. 

Making the 
tools is al-
ways a big 
part of 
Mark’s 
classes 
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We were planning a demo the other day and 
someone mentioned that they thought students 
should be able to attend the demo for free. I was 
rather shocked at this concept as I feel that the 
student has the most to gain by attending a 
demo. When the student attends a demo he or 
she will take home many ideas and notes that 
will improve his or her skills. In contrast the 
grizzled veteran of the trade will be lucky to take 
home one or two ideas that will help him in his 
daily work. So who stands to benefit the most 
from the demo? Obviously it’s the student and I 
see no reason not to charge a student for a demo, 
especially when demo admission is ridiculously 
inexpensive to begin with. 
     Students for the most part will not realize 
how lucky they are to be able to attend these 
demos until they become the grizzled veterans. 
When most of the grizzled veterans were stu-
dents there was no such thing as blacksmith 
demos to learn from. You either had to teach 
yourself or go to work as an apprentice. If you 
did go to work as an apprentice you were sworn 
to secrecy in regard to not sharing information 
with other smiths. Please realize this was not 100 
years ago, but only about 30 years ago. Where I 
came from there was no sharing of knowledge. 
Many of the old smiths were raised during the 
“Great Depression” and trade secrets were pre-
cious. The only way you stayed ahead of your 
competition was to know more than he did and 
not share what you knew. 
    In the 1990’s the information age came into 
vogue and blacksmith demos sprung up all over 
the country. All of a sudden there was black-
smithing information available on the internet. 
There are so many wonderful tools available to-
day for students such as books, videos, TV 
shows, etc. 
     I know that if I were a student I wouldn’t 
want the disgrace of having something handed to 
me when everyone else has to pay a fee. It goes 
back to the old adage” You don’t end poverty by 
giving people money”. You end it by teaching 
them how to work. In my book, by not charging 
you are giving the students money which they 

are not deserving of, nor are they learning a les-
son in responsibility. If you want something in 
this life pay for it and take it. If you want to at-
tend a blacksmith demo and the fee is $10 then 
go out and earn it at a night job or whatever you 
have to do. You must realize that no one owes 
you an education or a living. Charity is for people 
that can’t work. 
     My apprentice program always required an 
investment from the apprentice. For example I 
would require the apprentice to come up with a 
lump sum before the apprenticeship started. The 
lump sum would be put in a bank account for one 
year. As the apprentice worked he would receive 
an agreed upon portion of the lump sum back as 
his paycheck each week. At the end of the year 
the apprentice would have two thirds of his 
money back and I as the teacher would receive 
one third for my teaching efforts. Because the ap-
prentice had invested in his own education he 
tried to learn as much as he could and worked 
hard at it. Since I was getting a portion of the 
money I felt compelled to teach as much as I 
could. It was a winning situation for both of us. 
By the way, each apprentice I did this with, went 
on to have a thriving business later in life. 
    If you want to go to college you have to pay 
for it. Why shouldn’t you have to pay for an edu-
cation in blacksmithing? I grew up as poor as 
anyone, so don’t tell me you can’t get what you 
want if you work hard and smart. Blacksmith 
demos are very inexpensive to attend. If you are 
a student get an extra job, drink less beer on Fri-
day night, and attend a demo. You’ll like it! 

Education And The Blacksmith        By Barry Denton 
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I needed a forging fuel that wouldn't offend my 
neighbors. (My lot is 40 feet wide, and I forge 
in the driveway.) But I don't like the noise or 
equipment involved with propane. I decided to 
go retro and try the fuel used by blacksmiths 
for most of our history: charcoal! I'm not talk-
ing about briquettes of compressed sawdust and 
who-knows-what; this is solid lump hardwood 
charcoal. Here in Southern California, that 
means mesquite charcoal. (The neighbors really 
don't mind the smell.) In other areas you might 
get oak charcoal or charcoal made from mixed 
hardwood lumber scraps leftover from furniture 
building (green charcoal?). Any of these will 
work. Overall, I'm pretty satisfied with charcoal 
as a blacksmithing fuel, but I've learned a thing 
or two about working with it that might be 
helpful. 
   Where do you find it? For a first try, many 
grocery stores carry 8- or 10-pound bags of 
hardwood lump charcoal. Quantity buying 
makes it a whole lot cheaper though, so look for 
better sources by looking for charcoal and fire-
wood in the yellow pages. Also, you might try 
sources that provide wood and charcoal to res-
taurants. 
   Isn't it expensive? A few years ago, coal was 
definitely cheaper to use. But with the recent 
transportation cost jumps, big bags of local 
charcoal are starting to look downright cheap. 
I'm able to get 40-pound bags for $16, which 
seems pretty good to me for nothing but car-
bon!  
   What's weird about working with it? It isn't 
as dense as coal so you go through more vol-
ume than you'd expect - a bit disconcerting, but 
I think it's about the same weight in the end. 
It's not sticky like coked-up coal so the fuel pile 
tends to collapse a bit each time the metal goes 
in. A larger, slightly curved fire rake is handy 
for managing this. It doesn't go out on its own, 
even if you  break up the fire. To keep sparks 
from escaping, I put an old barbeque lid over 
the forge when I'm done at the end of the day. 

What are some advantages over coal? No 
objectionable smell, no black, gritty soot, no 
clinker! Just some nice fluffy light grey ash. It's 
easy to get going with only a little newspaper. 
It doesn't require a huge fire to work well. If 
I'm working on small projects, I can 
use the fire well with less than a pint of fuel 
burning. I find that it takes less effort at the 
blower to get forging (or welding) tempera-
tures. The scale only forms outside the fire, in-
dicating the fire is more reducing than a coal 
fire. My successful flux-free welds have all been 
with a charcoal fire. And at the end of the day, 
you can even cook dinner over the last of your 
fire! 
   Holy cow! What's up with this mesquite? OK, 
I'll admit that mesquite charcoal can be a little 
weird. It often comes in log-sized chunks so my 
first step is always cutting it up with a hatchet 
to about 2" pieces (maybe you could hire a 
youngster to do the job). When you burn it, it 
spits and sparks enough to be  scary! The resin 
that makes it smell so great also causes this bad 
behavior. The best solution I've found is similar 
to the old tradition for coal: soak it in water. An 
overnight soak makes it much better behaved 
and also makes it easier to break up the logs to 
useful sizes. I treat fresh, wet mesquite charcoal 
like green coal, packing it around the outside of 
the fire, and pulling it after it has cooked a bit 
to drive off the resin. Two other anti-sparking 
hints: keep a spray bottle of water around to 
keep things controlled, and if you're still get-
ting lots of sparks, you are probably over-
blowing the fuel - back off on the cranking! 
   What about making charcoal? Go for it! I 
don't have the space for it, so I can't offer spe-
cific advice. Plans for small collier setups made 
from things like 55-gallon drums can be found 
in cyberspace. Maybe someone else can share 
their charcoal-making secrets.  

Forging with Charcoal  by Beth Holmberg  San Diego, California 
Reprinted from the March/April 2008 California Blacksmith 
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CALENDAR 2008 
May 14                        Class Level 1 (6:30 pm)                    Traditions in Iron                            Chandler, AZ  
May 17 & 18                Demo: Jim Keith                              Bar U Bar                                          Skull Valley. AZ 
May 17                        BOD Meeting   (3:30 pm)                 Bar U Bar                                          Skull Valley, AZ  
July 19 & 20                 Demo: Christmas Gifts                    Pioneer Museum                              Flagstaff, AZ 
September 20 & 21      Demo Verde Valley Smiths             Bill & Karen Morris’                        Camp Verde 
November 15               Demo                                                 Grizzly Welding                              Phoenix,  AZ 
January                        Demo Henry Pomfret                      Sahuaro Ranch                                 Glendale, AZ 

  
W. 

Workshops 
The following one day workshops are in the plan-
ning stage. They will be held in central Phoenix dur-
ing the first part of 2008.  Workshops include:  
Forge Building  
A 1 day workshop where you build your very own 
propane forge.  
Anvil Stands  
Tired of that termite infested stump? Build a sturdy 
3 leg metal stand.  
Vise Stands  
Build a sturdy, light weight, easy to move stand for 
your vise.  
The Ins & Outs of Security Doors  
Learn the "trade secrets", sources of materials and 
how to avoid costly mistakes in this informative 1 
day workshop.  
Members interested in any of these workshops 
should contact Doug Kluender at 602-818-1230 or 
email Dougkluender@MSN.com.  
Workshops to be scheduled based on interest and 
mutual convenience. 

Coming Attractions 
July in Flagstaff is a new venue with new activi-
ties. Several smiths have agreed to show you how to 
make hand forged holiday gifts. It is not too early to 
start on becoming the Francis Whittaker of your 
family. This will be a hands-on event so bring your 
tools and giftware ideas and share them. Think 
“Summer Snowflake and Christmas in July”. 
Camp Verde in September. Bill & Karen Morris 
host the event. This year in addition to Blacksmith-
ing demonstrations we are planning self guided 
tours of several Verde Valley Blacksmith shops. Bill 
and Wally will sing and play around the campfire. If 
you have musical talent plan to bring your instru-
ment and join in. 
November at Grizzly Iron Grizz has arranged a 
great demonstration of repousse techniques. Don’t 
worry about trying to crowd into the front row. 
This time we are arranging video monitors so eve-
ryone can see the work. 
January Demo: Look for another British invasion. 
Henry Promfret is scheduled to show his skills at 
Sahuaro Ranch. 

BOD Changes 
Lucy McEvilly-Schwab tendered her resignation 
from the vice presidency and the board  ( she has 
taken a full time job, and is also helping care for her 
sister-in-law. We hope things will get a little easier 
for her and we will get her back in the near future). 
   Roger (Grizz) LaBrash has been appointed to the 
office of Vice President.  
   David Starr has moved to Texas and resigned from 
the BOD.  
   Betsy Miller and Richard Rozinski have been ap-
pointed to replace David and Lucy  on the board. 

Vessel Challenge! 
The November Demo at Grizzly Iron will feature a 
challenge to bring a vessel of your making. The 
vessel can be any container—it doesn’t have to hold 
water. It should be metal, however. 
  
    

Basic Class Of Wednesday Eves 
AABA will offer a Level 1 blacksmithing class on 
Wednesday evenings, 6:30—9:30. Starting May 14.  
See page 6 for details.   
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Website:  AZ-blacksmiths.org 
Library 
 Librarian, Roger La Brash is working on plans to 
make the library more accessible to members.  
Videos are the most sought after items and the 
BOD has approved a budget that will add more. 
   We still have several books and videos that are 
checked out and overdue.  Please check your book 
shelves and return anything that may have been 
over looked.  Contact Roger LaBrash: 
Grizz1329@aol.com or 602-716-9660   

2008 Dues are Due.  
If you have not paid for 2008 This is your last newsletter 

Doug Kluender Appointed  
To the ABANA BOD 
It’s official, Doug has been appointed to the 
ABANA Board of Directors.  Doug fills  the 
position that became vacant when Dorothy 
Steigler resigned. 
   Doug brings the desire for fiscal responsi-
bility and a working knowledge of not-for 
profit organizations that ABANA so desper-
ately needs. 
   AABA is happy to again have a representa-
tive on the ABANA board  and we believe his 
skills and knowledge will help put ABANA 
back on track.   

AABA New Member and Membership Renewal Form 
NAME__________________________________________________   
ADDRESS________________________________CITY___________STATE________ 
TELEPHONE________________   EMAIL_______________________   ZIP______________ 
PROFESSIONAL BLACKSMITH____ HOBBYIST____  FARRIER____ 
INTERESTED IN THE ART____       TEACHER____   OTHER____ 
OCCUPATION OR SKILL_________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE CHECK ONE:   
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP ($30)____ 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP     ($35)____ 
Make Check Payable to AABA 

Mail to:    Mary Ann LaRoche 
AABA Membership  

1775 E. Ocotillo Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Chris Contos Teaches at Yavapai  
Forging Line and Design  
Yavapai College Art Workshop  
Prescott Az  
June 23 through 27 Five Full Days  
Focus on forging, welding, riveting, and design-
ing steel sculptures  
Open to beginner and advanced students  
For info contact Chris Contos: 
928-778-4601 or eaglesanvil@cableone.net 

Anvil’s Horn Via Email 
This service is available to members only and we 
ask that you do not forward the newsletter to 
non-members.    To sign up, email    

webadmin@AZ-blacksmiths.org  
and type   “Yes– AABA newsletter” in the subject.  

Referral  on the Website. 
The AABA board has a Referral page for our 
members who would like to be listed. Our 
website attracts a lot of people looking for iron 
work. To be listed on the Referral page check 
the website for the form or  email:  

webadmin@AZ-blacksmiths.org.  
and type Referral in the subject.   
   AABA can not and will not recommend any 
individual blacksmith or company. This listing 
is for AABA members only.  
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Dumb Things Not to Do 
The Load                   by Doug Kluender 

 
The load was well secured. Tied off in all four 
directions with mule tape, there was no way it 
was going to shift or escape. The loose ends 
were tucked under the load to keep them from 
blowing around.    
   Mule Tape is that slick, woven, soft strap ma-
terial that electricians use to pull wires through 
conduit. It is cheap, plentiful, fairly strong and 
relatively easy to cut with a pocketknife. It 
makes great tie downs.  
   About an hour later, cruising down Interstate 
10 and there is a bang from the back of the 
truck, followed by a slapping sound under the 
floor. Pulled over quickly and locate the source 
of the noise.  
One end of the mule tape had come loose and 
slipped between the bed and the cab. The free 
end eventually wrapped around the drive shaft. 
It wound around the drive shaft and pulled until 
it reached the breaking point. When it let go 
there was a resounding boom. That was the 
front edge of the bed where it bent the front of 
the bed. The heart stopping slapping noise came 
from the loose end that was still wound around 
the drive shaft as it whipped against the floor.   
   Fortunately there was no damage to the truck 
other than the crease in the bed. It could have 
been much worse 
  . When the free ends of tie downs come loose 
they can become entangled in the wheels. They 
have been known to wrap around trailer wheels 
causing them to lock up. This can send both 
truck and trailer out of control.  
   Make sure that the loose ends of all load-
holding devices are properly secured. Use tie 
wire or duct tape to keep the free ends in place. 
    It is good insurance.  

The Tumbler               by Dan Jennings 
 
  Every tumbler I have ever seen looks just like 
mine – there is so much powdered carbon 
around them I’m always amazed that any of 
them still work. In my case carbon is piled up on 
every horizontal surface and mounded under-
neath. Maintenance is nasty, so it is avoided for 
years at a time. 
   I was forging several plates that required me 
to wait while they heated.  Thinking about get-
ting them in the tumbler when they cooled, I re-
membered I needed to do some repairs on the 
tumbler before I could use it. So I dragged the 
welder and a grinder over, ground off the bro-
ken weld and welded the part back in place.  
With the plates in the forge now hot enough, I 
ran back and forged them, putting a new round 
in the forge. I wondered back to the tumbler to 
take care of the grinder and welder.  Smoke was 
poring up from the powdered carbon down in 
the bowels of the machine. (Did you know car-
bon burns? Well, duh!) No problem, I grabbed 
the Co2 fire extinguisher and gave it a squirt. 
    Wow, does that have a lot of pressure (full 
CO2 tank with no regulator)!  It blew the smol-
dering carbon all over the place. Did I mention 
the 3” thick layer of dried leaves sharing space 
with the carbon powder under the tumbler?  
This is starting to look serious. 
   Let’s see, what is at risk? The welder – better 
move it. The compressor – can’t move it. Un-
plug the tumbler – don’t want an electrical fire. 
Move the propane tank stored there. Better turn 
off the forge. Now the wood that encloses my 
tumbler was beginning to smolder and there 
was the smell burning leaves.   
   A good dose of water killed all the embers. A 
light blow with the air hose moved everything 
to the ground (and into the air).  A broom 
dragged it out from under the tumbler. More 
water. Wait a while to see if any more smoke 
appears.  What a mess! The combination of slur-
ried carbon powder, water, burned leaves and 
the airborne carbon left me dirtier than a Penn-
sylvania coal miner.   
   The moral – stop fixing the tumbler – it is just 
too messy. 
 



The Anvil’s Horn 13 

Here is a website I ran into. I haven’t purchased from them, yet but their site looks like just what 
we need. 
 
“In the image above, you will find the cornerstones if our inventory: Square Head Lag Bolts, 
Square Head Machine Bolts with square nuts, of course, slotted head wood screws and solid iron 
rivets. 
   We also have a few Iron Tire Bolts, Plow Blots, Step Bolts and Carriage Bolts in stock.  We also 
have flat washers and split lock washers for these and other bolts. 
   Nothing ruins the appearance of a nice piece of metalwork faster than a hex-head bolt or a Phil-
lips head screw.  Accordingly you will not find any of either one of these items here. 
   Recognizing that the majority of blacksmiths and other metalworkers may wish to make their 
fasteners more than simply functional, we have chosen not to carry zinc-plated or hot-dip-
galvanized fasteners. The material finish will be either plain and oiled or black oxide. No one 
really wants to have to burn the zinc off their fasteners before re-working them.” 
 
Square heads with no plating and rivets, too !   
 

Www.blacksmithbolt.com 

July Demonstrators Needed 
 
Here is an opportunity to show your stuff. The theme for the July Hammer- In is Sizzling Sum-
mer Snowflakes.  
   We are looking for ideas and techniques for gift items that are made at the anvil. Share your 
favorite, old or new, and teach others how to do it. This in going to be an interactive hands-on 
event. Step up and help make it a fun weekend.  
   July is the time to get started on making your holiday gift items (as well as your scholarship 
auction piece). 
   Call Doug Kluender to reserve your time in the spotlight. 
602-818-1230 or Dougkluender@msn.com 
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New Work From “the Pres” 
Think of an old boomer sitting in his rocking chair, 
thinking about his life.  All the big events of our genera-
tion are represented on the chair.  It is being shown in 
Tubac Center of the Arts in “The Human Element” and 
won best of theme.                                    
                

Ira 
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Reprinted from: The Upsetter, Newsletter of the Michigan Artist  Blacksmith’s Association   Mar-Apr 2008  
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Classifieds Classified ads are free to members and can be submitted by email to: 
 danshammer@cox.net or by mail to Dan Jennings 2522 W. Loughlin Dr. 
Chandler, AZ. 85224 

Norm Larson Books  
Sells hard to get blacksmithing and 
knife making books.   800-743-4766 
email: larbooks@impulse.net 

MSC Industrial Supply Co. is a 
mail-order supplier of all kinds of 
industrial & metalworking supplies.  
You can get a 4500+ page catalog 
by calling 1-800-645-7270. 

Rocky Mountain Smiths have vid-
eos available of their conference 
demonstrators. Most of these are 
high quality edited, multi-camera  
videos.  For more info go to: 
 www.rockymountainsmiths.org 

Two new/old e-books. Weiner 
Kunstschmiedearbeiten (1928) 
and La Fidelle Ouverture de 
l’Art du Serruruer (1627). Now 
eight titles are available on CD 
$4 ea. Or all 8 for $24 postpaid. 
www.hammerguy@bellsouth.net 
or Brian Gilbert, 3404 Hartford 
Dr.Chattanooga, TN 37415  

Pacific Insulation Company 
Supplier of high temp insulating mate-
rials. Bricks, Kaowool and other refrac-
tories.  215 S. 14 St. Phoenix. 602-
276-1361 

 

Scottsdale Farrier  Supply 
Mostly farrier supplies, but has ham-
mers, tongs and other blacksmith good-
ies. Ph. 480-838- 4455 863 E. Baseline 
Rd. Tempe 85283  Bar U Bar Supply  

The source for anvils, post vises, and 
other new & used blacksmith  tools.  
Barry Denton  ph 928-442-3290  email:
barubar@hughes.net website: www.
barubar.com  

IMS (formerly Capitol Metals). Full ser-
vice supplier of Steel, Stainless, Brass, 
Aluminum, Copper. 5150 S. 48 ST. 
PHX. 602-454-1500 

Blacksmith’s Journal 
Monthly journal. 1 yr $37 . Complete 
set of back issues (1900+ pgs) $480. 
Ph. 800-944-6134. PO box 1699 
Washington, MO 63090  website:  
www.blacksmithsjournal.com 

Enco Metalworking supplies. 800-
873-3626 or shop online at: 
 use-enco.com 

Sources 

 Need Coal? Joe Hernandez is 
bringing in a truckload.  This 
high quality coal is in 50# 
bags.  Minimum of 10 bags 
would be appreciated.  Call Joe 
to reserve yours.  
520-682-2546  

For Sale: 50 lb. Little Giant Power 
Hammer - $2000. 
Call Jim Lewallen at 928-684-
1669, Wickenburg area. 

 For Sale, used Striker air ham-
mer, low hours, 88 Lb, Self con-
tained, 5 Hp, spare dies, 1500 
Lb base, $6900.  
Call Ron Kinyon 
 602-568-8276       

Brent Bailey. A blacksmith in California 
specializing in  custom tools and orna-
mental forgings for artisans.  
www.brentbaileyforge.com 

Blue Moon Press, Ltd. 
Metalwork books, some of which 
are only available through them. 
Bluemoonpress.org  
Toll free ph. 866-627-6922. 

Kinyon Simple Air Hammer pneu-
matic kits.  Includes cylinder, valves, 
fittings and hose.   
Ron Kinyon 602-568-8276 

Wanted  Horseshoer’s Rasps   
for the AABA training pro-
gram.  If you have any used 
rasps we can use for hot filing 
we would appreciate the dona-
tion. Thanks. 
Dan Jennings 480-510-3569 
or 
Doug Kluender 602-818-1230 

Rock N’ Rod  CNC Plasma Cutting 
and  custom CAD 
 Call John Doss at 623-229-8335 
or email: cnc@envirosmithaz.com  

The AH needs great color photos 
of your projects for the front and 
back page.  Send’em, along with 
your tips, articles and drawings.  
Your newsletter is only as good as  
your input. 
Danshammer@cox.net  
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Mary Ann LaRoche 
1775 E. Ocotillo Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 
 
Address Service Requested 

The Anvil's Horn is the official newsletter of the Arizona Artist Blacksmith Association. Published every other month preceding the bimonthly meetings of the 
Association, the newsletter is oriented toward anyone interested in blacksmithing and related forms of metal work. Membership is available at the rate of $30 for 
individuals; $35 for families and includes a subscription to the The Anvil's Horn for one year. Every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of 
information appearing here, but no liability is assumed by the Association, its officers or editor for errors, damages, or injuries resulting from any design, use, 
construction or application of said information.  Uncopyrighted material may be used freely by other similar organizations provided proper credit is given. Any 
copyrighted articles appearing hearin should not be reproduced without permission of the author. Matters relating to newsletter submissions, corrections, etc. 
should be addressed to the editor: 
 
Dan Jennings    2522 W. Loughlin Dr.  Chandler, AZ 85224     Tel (480) 839-6339        Fax (480)839-6339      Danshammer@cox.net 
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Jim Keith at the anvil  
Over 50 years of ornamental and struc-
tural  blacksmithing experience. 
  
 Jim is our featured  
demonstrator on May 17. 
See page 3 for more info 


